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Rom. XIV. Verses 13 & 17. 


Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this 
rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to 
Fall in his brother's way. 


For the kingdom of Ged is not meat and drink ; but righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Gboxt. | | 
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A SERIOUS 


and 
Candid Address, &c. 
DEAR FRIENDS, 


| M, mind has, for ſome time, been painfully 
exerciſed in contemplating the agitated ſtate of 
our connexion in theſe parts.—It is not indeed 
to be expected, that in fo large a body of people 
an entire uniformity of ſentiment ſhould pre- 
vail, particularly in points which have ever been 
the {abject of controverſy; but that men pro- 
feſſing the ſame genera! views of religion, and 
members of the ſame ſociety, ſhould fo far forget 
their duty as to revile and perſecute one another, 
merely on account of a difference in opinion, is 
ſurely a juſt cauſe of aſtoniſhment and concern. 
It is ſuch a conduct as this, which affords the ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity matter of triumph, furniſnes 
them with new arguments, and tends to render 

every profeſſor of religion odious in their eyes, — 
Tt does not appear to me, that either controverſy 
or diviſion, conſidered ſimply in themſelves, are 
contrary to the genius of the Goſpel; for ouc 
judgments in many things, as well as our diſpo- 
ſitions and means of information, muſt differ; 
but this is no reaſon why we ſhould not love as 
brethren, and mutually ſtrive to edify and affiſt 
one another by every means in our power. 
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I am aware, that amidſt the violence of party 
and the clamour of debate, the voice of candour 
is ſeldom attended to.—At theſe times, appeals 
are made to the paſſions, invective is too often 


ſubſtituted for argument; and while ſome facts 


2re carefully concealed from the view, others are 
as groſsly miſrepreſented. A moderate man, at 
ſuch a criſis as this, is in danger of diſplraſing the 
violent on both ſides, and his attempts to con- 
ciliate are too frequently regarded as the effects 
of indeciſion and puſilanimity.— l feel it however 
my duty, on the preſent occaſion, to offer to your 
conſideration, a few plain remarks, in which I 
would rather chuſe to addreſs myſelf to your 
judgment than to your feelings, to convince your 
underſtanding, rather than bias your affections. — 
And though they may not be approved by all, yet 
[ truſt they will not be wholly unacceptable to 
thoſe who are truly ſolicitous for the revival of 


pure religion amongſt us. 


It was generally predicted by thoſe who were 


no friends to Methodiſm, that on the deceaſe of 


Mr. WEesLEy, the people would no longer con- 
tinue, as they had been, eminently one body, but 


that differences would ariſe among them which 


would divide the ſocieties, and probably terminate 
by degrees, in the total extinction of the ſect.— 
Mr. WzsLEy had been the founder and father 
of his people, and for near half a century had 


governes them with undiſputed authority.—But 


he reigned in their affections; they obeyed him : 
from a principle of love; and even in thoſe things 


in which their judgment differed from his, they 
ſubmitted to his deciſions, convinced of the purity 


of his motives and of the integrity of his heart. 
i oo | . No 


H 


No wonder, therefore, that ſome great and im- 
portant change ſhould take place, whenever the 
Societies were deprived of the ſervices of their 
highly eſteemed Maſter.—It could hardly be 
_ otherwiſe than expected that ſome confuſion and 
diſorder ſhould enſue, at fo ſingular and awful a 
crifis,—But it pleaſed the Lord, who is the great 
head of his church, to diſappoint the expectations 
of many, and to diſperſe the clouds that ſeemed 
to darken our horizon; for this event appeared 
to unite the preachers ſtill more cloſely to one 
another, to re-kindle their zeal, and ſtimulate them 
to more arduous exertions in promoting the ſpread . 
of the Goſpel throughout the land. —They had 
the ſatisfaction of beholding the Societies, in 
various places, to increaſe; the ſame diſcipline 
was every where preſerved, the ſame doctrines . 
enforced, and by their inſtrumentality ſinners - 
continued to be converted, and believers exhorted 
to preſs forwards after a more full and complete 
ſalvation.—So far, therefore, were. the body of 
the people from dwindling away, that there are 
now ſeveral thouſands more in the ſociety, than 
there were during any period of Mr. WESsLEV'SVC 
life. — And not only have the Methodiſts of late 
years become more numerous, but many, even 
amongſt the rich and higher claſſes, have joined 
the Society, and aſſiſted the cauſe by their property 
and influence. T- 
But where the Devil cannot deſtroy, he will 
attempt to divide.—And this ſtratagem 1s but too 
often ſucceſsful —That it ſhould be ſo in the 
preſent inſtance, will not appear at all ſurprizing 
to any who are but tolerably acquainted with the 
ſtate of Methodiſm, os 5 
; 1. The 
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1. The Societies are compoſed of perſons of 


various deſcriptions and characters. - Some have 
been brought up within the pale of the church, 


and may be ſtrongly attached to the eſtabliſnment. 


Some have been educated diſſenters.— Some, 


probably, have been for a number of years 


deiſtically inclined, whilſt others have lived in 


open rebellion againſt their God, in the practice 
of the moſt criminal exceſſes previous to their 
converſion. Now, however, theſe may agree in 
what they term the eſſentials of religion, it is 
ſcarce probable that they ſhould all diveſt them- 


ſelves of the prejudices of education and cuſtom, 
and have the ſame ideas reſpecting the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ordinances, the form of church govern- 
ment, and the like. FE. e 


2. The larger and more extenſive any ſociety _ 
becomes, ſo much the more difficult it is to keep 


that ſociety together. —Improper perſons may 


more readily gain admittance into it.—And it is 
not eaſy to conceive how much influence ſuch 
a one might be capable of exerting, were he diſ- 
poſed to excite contention, or to promulgate 
his own opinions in oppoſition to thoſe of his 
brethren. = ES 
3. The ſtate of Methodiſm now is the reverſe 
almoſt of what it was at firſt; originally, the 
Methodiſts were a poor, deſpiſed, perſecuted 


people, and ſuffered many things on account of 
their religion. Now, when a man becomes 


ſerious and enters the Society, it 15 often a means 
of his advancement in the world. He forms new 
connexions, and theſe introduce him into buſineſs, 


And fo far are they from being perſecuted in 
general at preſent, that many amongſt them are 


held 
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held in eſteem, and looked upon as reſpectable 


characters, even by the men of the World. —I 


have heard of a Biſhop who fled: his country in 


the reign of queen Mary, and ſuffered very great 
hardſhips; on being, however, ſome time after 
reſtored to his dignity, he was aſked by one, how 


he had ſuſtained the heavy calamities he had been 
ſubjected to?“ I pray God,” replies he, I may 


&« ſuſtain my proſperity as well.” 
Now, though the Methodiſts are very far 
from being either a rich or powerful body of 


people, yet they are both rich and powerful in 


compariſon of what they were once. And here 
lies the danger. — Whilſt they were poor and in- 
ſignificant, they were exempt from a variety of 
temptations.—It is hard to have riches and not 
ſet our hearts upon them; it is difficult to poſſeſs 


power, and not abuſe it. 


4. Though Mr. WESTEN himſelf was a 
ſtrong advocate for his people attending and com- 
municating at the church, yet he very well knew 


that many of the Preachers were diſſenters in prin- 
ciple, and he foreſaw, no doubt, that after his 
head was laid low, they would ſeparate ſtill more 


widely from the eſtabliſhment, and ſucceed, in 


part, in inſtilling their ſentiments into the minds 
of their hearers. „ 


Some of the Societies, even during Mr. 


WxESLEV's life, had the ordinance of the Lord's 


ſupper duly and conſtantly adminiſtered to them. 
This, it might have been expected, would naturally 


induce others to wiſh that the ſame privilege might 


be extended to them hkewiſe.— Subſequent events 
have proved it to be the caſe. +I 

6. Many of the Preachers have themſelves, 

| (inadvertently 
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(inadvertently indeed, it may be preſumed) con- 
tributed to divide the Societies, by publications 
circulated at different times in favour of religious 
liberty, in which they have argued for the right 
of private judgment and the freedom of public 
diſcuſſion.— By theſe writings, as well as from 
other ſources, there 1s little doubt but that a great 
many who had before pinned their faith on other 
men's ſleeves, were excited to think for them- 
| ſelves, to part with their prejudices, and to enter- 
tain more enlarged and liberal views of the ſtate of 
the church, both with reſpe& to doctrine and 
diſcipline. - : 
7. But the diſpute has not been confined to 
the ſubjects above alluded to; a ſtill more ſerious 
cCauſe of contention has prevailed of late, viz. an 
attempt to get Delegates bom the people admitted 
into the Conference, or into the Diſtrict Meetings, 
to aſſiſt and adviſe with the Preachers in their 
deliberations.—It has been ſaid, the Conference 
has too much power, that it is but juſt that the 
people ſhould have a voice in enacting thoſe laws 
by which they are to be governed; and they 
imagine, that if the Preachers are truly ſolicitous 
for the welfare of the Societies at large, they can 
have no objection to be informed of the ſentiments 
of the people, conveyed by proper repreſentatives. 
They likewiſe contend, that many grievances exiſt 
under the preſent form of government, which 
might be ſpeedily and effectually terminated by 
ſuch a co-operation of Preachers and people. 
: Some addreſſes on this ſubject had been be- 
fore preſented to the Conference, and others were 
likewife made public in different an” 5 
: There 
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There was however, as yet, little appearance of 

their being attended with any effect. . 
Obſerving theſe opinions to gain ground, and 
fearing, that i? the requiſitions of the people had 
not ſome attention paid to them, there might 
enſue a diviſion in the Society, ſeveral of the 
leading members in this circuit in January laft, 
called a meeting of ſtewards, truſtees, &c. for the 
purpoſe of conſidering the ſtate of our Con- 
nexion, and ſeeing what they might be able to 
do to effect a reconciliation between the parties 
concerned. An addreſs was accordingly voted, 
ſignifying their conviction of the expediency of a 
reform, and the propriety of admitting lay-delegates 
to the diſtrift meetings, and inveſting them with a 
power on theſe occaſions equal to that of the 
Preachers. We thought that if this latter priviledge 
were conceded, it would be a means eventually 
of redreſſing thoſe grievances which might 

continue the ſubject of complaint, and that at leaſt 
it would ſatisfy the minds of all moderate and rea- 

ſonable men, 5 

: This addreſs, with ſome others that had been 
publiſhed in different circuits to the ſame pur- 
port, was preſented to the conference aſſembled 
at Leeds in Auguſt. The propoſitions contained 
in it were read and diſcuſſed, and thoſe reſpecting 
the admiſſion of delegates were rejected. The 
Preachers however reviſed their rules, and made 
conceſſions of another kind which they judged 
more conducive to the peace and welfare of the 
Societies, and which they hoped would be ſuffici- 
ent to convince the people they did not with, as 
fome had inſinuated, to rule them with a rod of 
iron. . X's : | 
: B Now, 
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Now, as I obſerved before, if we review theſe 
circumſtances, (and many more -might be addu- 
ced if neceſſary to corroborate our argument), is 
it to be wondered that a diviſion has already taken 
place? Is it at all a matter of ſurprize that perſons 
viewing things in different lights, and influenced 
by different motives and prejudices, ſhould at 
length ſeparate from one another, and each party 
form a diſtin& ſociety ? 7 » 

But what then? are we to imagine that this 
diviſion, tho? it ſhould become {till more general, 
is a prelude to the downfall of Methodiſm ? Are 
we to ſuppoſe, that becauſe we read in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, . that Paul and Barnabas divided, 
one going one way and the other another, they 
were leſs uſeful or leſs devoted to God than be- 
fore? Diviſions in Churches are often like many 
other apparent evils, ultimately productive of good. 
What think you of the reformation begun in the 
reign of king Henry VIIIth? Do not we at this 
day enjoy the bleſſings and priviledges of this glo- 
rious event? But it was a diviſion from the Church 
of Rome. 3 
Again, did not Mr. Weſley ſeparate from 
the Church of England, when he eſtabliſhed 
his plan of itinerancy, and ordained miniſters to 
preach the goſpel in different parts of the king- 
dom? Did he not ſeparate from the Church of 
England, when he adminiſtered the ordinances 
to his people in his own Chapels, and preached 
in many of them regularly in church hours ?— 
And yet, who among us will queſtion for a 
moment the utility of ſuch a ſeparation as this ? 
Rather who among us could eſtimate the good ſuch 
an event has been productive of? O how many. 
= thouſands 


+. 


Ss 
thouſands have been converted under the ſermons 
of the Methodiſts, in a barn, in a kitchen, in a 
ſtreet, nay by the road fide, who never uſed to go 
to a place of worſhip before ! 9 
Once more. The beſt of men ſometimes 
differ, and yet their differences may be over ruled 
by a ſuperintending providence to ſome eminent 
advantage. Need I remind you of thoſe two ſer- 
vants of God, Whitfield and Weſley? For ſome 
time we know they laboured in union one with 
the other. They winds ſeparated upon a point 
_ of doctrine. But did this circumſtance damp their 
exertions, or render their reſpe&ive labours leſs 
ſucceſsful ? Did it abate the fervour of their zeal 
in the glorious cauſe in which they were engaged? 
Facts a the contrary. Tr 5 
If this then be a juſt repreſentation of things, 
give me leave to aſk, why is all this hue and cry 
raiſed on account of the reſent diviſion ?— 
Wherefore all this ſemblance of ſorrow and com- 
plaint?— Lou ſay, We want peace and find 
* nothing but contention; we defire love and 
confidence in one another, and behold little elſe 
© but diſtruſt and jealouſies; we wiſh to ſee 
«© {finners converted, and lo! we find believers 
©. quarrelling; we want, in ſhort, to hear of the 
revival of pure religion; and what do we ob- 
©. ſerve but viſionary reformiſts on one hand, and 


dull, dead, formal profeſſors on the other?“ _ 


But do you not here draw too exaggerated a 
ſketch? — ou do not certainly deſcribe circum- 
ſtances as they really are, but as your own miſguid- 
ed imaginations paint them? Surely you do not 
mean to inſinuate that we have loſt all our religi- 
on, that we have no truly pious perſons amongſt 
5 B2 us 
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us now. —I will not believe you guilty of ſo un- 
charitable a ſuppoſition.— That a conſiderable de- 
gree of confuſion prevails, and that ſome of our 
friends, (and why ſhould J exempt myſelf from 


the number) have loſt at times much of the life of 


God in their ſouls by interfering too buſily in 
theſe matters, I readily admit.— lament alſo as 
much perhaps as any one, that others ſhould have 
manifeſted on theſe occaſions a temper and con- 
duct utterly inconſiſtent with the religion of the 
meek and lowly Jeſus. But do not judge too 
raſhly; do not cenſure indiſcriminately.— And 


jf indeed, my friends, you be what you call your- 


ſelves, lovers of peace, O beware of hurting the 


| feelings of others; be tender of the reputation of 
| your brethren ; and where you cannot approve, 
leave it to the Judge of the earth to condemn.— 


Give every man credit, as far as circumſtances 
will poſſibly admit, fer the ſincerity of his opini- 


ons and the purity of his-motives.—And if more- 


over you be really ſolicitous for the revival of 
practical piety amongſt us, let me entreat you, as 
the beſt proof you can afford of it, to begin at 


home. —Begin in your own cloſets. and in your 


own families.—There let your light ſhine; there 


let heavenly tempers and diſpoſitions firſt mani- 


feſt themſelves. —Then you will be the better 


enabled to appear with credit on the ſtage of pub- 


lic life; and whatever capacity you fill, your in- 


_ violable regard to juſtice and truth, will ſhut the 


mouth of the profane caviller, and ſecure to you 


the eſteem of thoſe whom you would wiſh to call 


your friends. — Example is often far more power- 
ful than precept, and thoſe are the beſt guardians © 
of religion who are careful to recommend it by E 
5; . the 
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che amiableneſs of their lives as well as by the 


energy of their diſcourſes. 


Let us not then, my friends, hang down our 
faces and idly bewail the unhappineſs of the times. 
Let us awake from our lethargy and rouſe to 
action. Let us conſider what we can do for God, 


how we may beſt pleaſe and ſerve him, and by 
what means we may moſt effectually promote his 
cauſe in our day and generation. And if we may 
be allowed ſometimes in our retired moments to 
drop a tear of pity over the ſeemingly inauſpici- 
ous ſtate of our connexion, let us not reſt there; 
let us look beyond to- day, to more pleaſing ſcenes, 
and rejoice in the anticipation of ſuture and per- 


haps not far diſtant good — But much depends 


upon ourſelves; the world is regarding us with a 


jealous eye; our enemies are endeavouring to 


_ widen the breach; our hearts, if left unguarded, 


are ready to betray us into a thouſand temptations; 


and our adverſary the Devil, is exerting every 
artifice to diſunite us in affection as well as in 
judgment. There ſurely never was a time ſince 


the Methodiſts became a people, that required 
more vigilance and circumſpection than the pre- 


ſent.— et I will venture to propoſe one grand 

panacea, one ſovereign remedy 1 all our diſtreſſes, 
real or imaginary, and which, if univerſally appli- 
ed, will be univerſally ſucceſsful.— And it is a 


very ſimple one; it is comprized in a few words, 
which however have a very extenſive ſignification. 
« Whatfeever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, 


% do ye even /o unto them.” — Are theſe words, my 


friends, deſerving of your ſerious conſideration, 


or are they not? Are they the words of a poor, 
. — 7 
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frail, fallible mortal like yourſelves, or are they 
the words of him who ſpake as never man ſpake ? 
Let us endeavour'to beſtow ſome attention upon 
them, they are particularly applicable to our pre- 
ſent ſituation; and I pray God to apply them by 
his ſpirit to our hearts and conſciences.— 1/hat- 
&* foever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye 
« even ſo unto tem.“ N FR 

Suppoſe we examine ourſelves a little by this- 
rule, Are we deſirous that others ſhould conduct 
themſelves towards us in an open, honeſt, and 
itberal manner? Have we been careful to exhi- 
bit an example of this in our conduct towards 
them — Again, are we unwilling that others ſhould 
ſpeak evil of us? And do we imagine that the 
characters of others are not equally dear to ther 
as ours are to us? Do we then bridle our tongues 
that we ſpeak not evil of them? 
Do we expect lenity and forgiveneſs from 
others? and do we harbour reſentment in our 
breaſts? Do we hope to experience acts of kind- 
neſs from our neighbour ? and do we ſhut up our 
bowels of compaſſion towards im? 8 
Ah! how deceitful is the heart of man! 
quick in diſcerning the leaſt frailty in another ; 
ſtow to believe any thing amiſs in himſelf ! haſty 
and vehement in cenſuring the vices of others; 
prompt in inventing excuſes: for his own! 

But again—Have we attended to this rule 
when we have given way to intemperate expreſſi- 
cons of anger and malice ; when, in our repreſenta- 
tions, whether of men or facts, we have employed 
invective rather than argument, and have had re- 
courſe to perſonal reflexions inſtead of ſober and 
candid diſcuſſion? Have we, my friends, attended 

| 1 5 1 to 
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to this rule, when inſtead of palliating, we have 
done all we could to aggravate the faults of our 
teachers, and attempted to depreciate an abſent 
character in the eſtimation of thoſe with whom we 
* converſe? Now if we are chriſtians only ſo far 
as we follow Chriſt and obey his precepts, I fear 
we are not altogether what we ſhould be.—Shall 
we call ourſelves the diſciples of him who did no 
violence, in whoſe mouth was no guile, while at 
the ſame time we are ſeeking to undermine the 
well earned reputation of ſome of the moſt reſpec- 
table Miniſters among us? 'Tis true, they have 
their weakneſſes and their faults, but were we in 
their ſituation, ſhould we like to have thoſe faults 
exaggerated, or thoſe weakneſſes expoſed ? Is this 
doing as we would be done by? Let us pauſe 
here, my friends, and weigh ourſelves in the ba- 
lance; and if we be found wanting, let us return 
to God with true contrition of heart, that we may 
find mercy thro? the blood of the Redeemer, and 

grace to mend our lives in future. 
Ihe want of candour and liberality of ſenti- 
ment is not however confined to our people.—It 
is to be feared that all ſects and denominations of 
_ chriſtians have been more or leſs chargeable with 
it. — And a moſt humiliating confideration it is 
that diſciples of the ſame Maſter, redeemed by the 
ſame blood, converted by the fame ſpirit, and 
haſtening to the ſame country, ſhould fall out by 
the way, and inſtead of concentrating all their 
forces to oppoſe their common enemy, ſhould 
indicate tempers and conduct neceſſarily deſtruc- 
tive of all ſocial union and affection.— It was 
never intended that we ſhould all think alike; the 
ſcriptures themſelves in many reſpects, mum to 
favour 


— 
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favour a diverſity of ſentiment, and hence we 
ſee one ſource of the different parties into u hich 
the chriſtian world is divided. Habit, education, 


the company we keep, the books we read, all 
conſpire to produce a variety of opinion —Chriſti- 

anity is not merely a matter of ſpeculation ; it 
.confiſts neither in forms nor creeds; neither in the 
multitude of our prayers, nor the largeneſs of our 


profeſſions.— The religion of the Bible is a religion 
of love; it publiſhes the glad tidings of ſalvation to 


a ruined world; it proclaims the love of God to ſin- 
ners, and enjoins on our parts the exerciſe of love 
and every act of benevolence to one another. 

It is this love which conſtitutes a chriſtian. 
You may be a very able diſputant, a very ſtrong 
champion for orthodoxy, and at the ſame time 
have no title to the character of a chriſtian. 

What can a fierce beltever reply to a 
“ modeſt chriſtian uttering ſuch ſoliloquy as this? 
Lou have a fine genius; but you perſecute 


me ou are ſound in the faith; but your faith 


„or your ſomething works hatred to me!—You 
are an elegant orator; but you ſlander me! 
« You fing with harmony, and pray with energy; 


but you increaſe your felicity by crucifying me! 


Think ſeriouſly, would the King of kings, 
« your Lord and mine, the pattern of every good 
« work, would he treat me thus ?—and would you 


wish he ſhould conduct himſelf to you, as you 


*80 6 e 
It was perhaps ſuch a faith as this which 


Mr. Pope alluded to, when he compoſed that 
celebrated couplet ;— re 


« For modes of faith, let graceleſs zealots fight, 
His can't be wrong, whole life is in the right.“ 


When 


, 
- 


on - 
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When I firſt entered into vour ſocicty, I 
imagined I was joining a people cemented toge- 
ther in the cloſeſt bonds of affection and harmony. 
I did not conceive that ſtriſe and diſſention could 
have ever prevailed amongſt the ſubjects of the 
Prince of peace. —Had I been told that I ſhould 
there meet with any thing like jealouſies, evil ſur- 
miſings, ſhy looks and angry words, I ſhould have 
given no credit to the aſſertion; I ſhould have 
treated it as a ſcurrilous and unfounded infinu- 
ation.—But 1t 1s by degrees only that we become 
zcquainted with the evils of our hearts —When 
we are firſt made happy in the pardoning love of 
God, we appear dead to every emotion of ill-will 
and anger, of pride and reſentment ; we mount 
up, as it were, on the wings of an eagle and ſing 
for joy, being lightned of the burden of our ſins. 
The recent experience of the divine favour, and 
the lively joy which reſults from a conſciouſneſs 
of the forgiveneſs of all our paſt offences, con- 


ſtrain us alſo to forgive the greateſt injuries done 


to us, to pray for our enemies, and to bleſs thoſe 
who deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us.—At 


theſe ſeaſons we may indeed be ſaid to be 


dead unto ſin and alive unto righteouſneſs. 
We deteſt and ſhun every appearance of vice, 
that we know to be ſuch, and we ardently love 
and diligently purſue every thing virtuous and 
amiable.—But after this heavenly rapture hath 


ſomewhat ſubfided, and particularly when trials 
come on which call for the exerciſe of patience, 


ſelf-denial and the like, then we find the remains 
of the old Adam, like a traitor, lurking within; 


we begin to ſee a little further into ourſelves, and 
to groan beneath a ſenſe of our inbred depravities. 
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We then probably detect ourſelves in having 
given way to unwatchfulneſs, to ſpiritual pride, to 
vanity, to ſelf-will.— And unleſs theſe diſcoveries 
lead us to a throne of grace, to implore ſtrength 
to overcome them, we ſhall ſoon ceaſe to adorn 
our profeſſion, we ſhall loſe not only our comfort 
but our confidence, and ſhall too juſtly merit the 

appellation of barren cumberers of the ground. 
Has this in any degree been the caſe with 
us? Alas! have we not, more than once or twice, 
diſhonoured our calling by unholy tempers and 
unkind expreſlions ?—Have we not ſometimes 
been ſo abſorbed in poring over the faults of our 
brethren, that we have almoſt forgotten we had 
any of our own ?—Have we not drunk too deeply 
into the ſpirit of controverſy ?—Have we never 
argued as if we judged every one fallible but our. 
ſelves ?—Have we not been too fond of introdu- 
cing ſubjects of inferior moment in common con- 
verſation, when we ſhould have been endeavour- 
ing to ſtrengthen each other's faith, to ſoothe each 
other's ſorrow, to help each other's joy ?—And 
what has all this ariſen from ?—Truly-from the 
declining ſtate of religion in our own ſouls. We 
have neglected opportunities of prayer, or we have 
been dull and lifeleſs in the performance of it: we 
have been unwatchful of our beſt intereſts, and 
our own hearts have taken the advantage and be- 
trayed us. 5 
I addreſs you, my friends, the more feelingly, 
becauſe I have been a ſufferer on theſe occaſions 
myſelf. —How apt is one extreme to produce, or 
rather to be fucceeded by another !—There was 
a time when I thought the Methodiſt Preachers 
almoſt ſpotleſs as angels.——Had I fince then 
Co yielded 
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yielded to the caprice and credulity of my own 


mind, and believed every malicious ſtory circulated 


reſpecting them, I might have been brought to 
eſteem them little better than a ſet of deſigning 


hypocrites. —O how unjuſt and illiberal is it to 
brand with appellations like theſe, men who have 


ſpent the prime and vigour of their lives in the 
moſt active and important ſervices; men who in 
the proſecution of their object, have ſacrificed 
their home and their friends, ſubjected themſelves 
to nearly every temporal inconvenience, uni- 
formly evincing a contempt of danger, reproach 


and ſuffering! men, who in the true ſpirit of ſelt- 


denial have gone forth, as it were, with their lives 
in their hands, preaching the goſpel to every 


creature, and calling finners to repentance !—— _ 
They have not deſerved this at our hands. 


But let me aſk, what is it that has made them 


ſo offenſive in the eyes of ſome amongſt us ?— 
What have they been doing to get all this ill will ? 


Have they been guilty of any groſs immorality? 
No—Have they been preaching doctrines which 
they did not believe to be true: No Have 
they been deceiving the people with fair promiſes 
of what they never intended to perform No — 
What then? — Why truly, it has been diſcovered 
that they are a little too tenacious of power. — 
They are unwilling to reſign that authority to the 


1 which they derived conjointly from Mr. 
Weſley, and which they have exerciſed ſince his 
death. „% 


8 2 And 


1 


«« * For my own part, I have no doubt but the leading 
men among the Methodiſts, were influenced originally 
« by none but the beſt of matives—a general concern for 

| Rs 440 the 


20 


And js it not poſſible, think you, that, ſome 
of them at leaſt, may have been actuated by pure 
and diſintereſted motives in this? May they not 

really have been perſuaded, that the intereſts of 

the ſociety at large required them to keep this 
power in their own hands? and that the conce- 

ding ſo much of it to the people, might be a 

means of introducing one innovation after another, 

till the original plan of Methodiſm were entirely 
changed?“ But allowing even this to be the 

** caſe,” you alledge again, —“ that they have 
d evidenced a ſpirit in ſeveral of their late publi- 
* cations very incompatible with the nature of 
their profeſſion as miniſters of the Goſpel of 
„ Chriſt, —You allow that the beſt of mankind in 
* an unguarded moment, may be led to utter an 

« haſty exprefſion, or give way to a tranſient 

* emotion of anger * the like; but that men 

„ profeſſing to live under the influences of the 

5 9 ſpirit of God, ſhould deliberately fit down 

and commit to paper and afterwards to the preſs, 
„ ſentiments which evidently bear the marks of a 

proud, vindictive, dogmatiſing ſpirit, is a con- 


1— — 
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— 


*« the ſouls of men,—Nothing elſe, I think, can account 
*« for their conduct, as they were then circumſtanced.— 
„But finding themſelves, by degrees, at the head of a 
« large body of people, and in poſſeſſion of conſiderable 
power and influence, they muſt not have been MEN, 
if they had not felt the love of power gratified in ſuch 
*« a ſituation: And they muſt have been MORE THAN 
„% MEN, if their ſubſequent conduct had not been more 
gor leſs influenced by it. | | 
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« tradition which you cannot reconcile on any 
« known principles of ſcripture or reaſon.“ 

This, I grant you, is an obſervation of ſome 
weight; we will beſtow ſome attention upon it, 
and I think J have ſtated the objection it contains 
in its full force. | 9 

There are, I apprehend, few even amongſt 


the moſt approved chriſtians, who have attained to 


that degree of grace, as upon all occaftons, to 
regulate their tempers and morals according to the 


perfect law of God.—And tho' they may ſome- 


times err and depart from the purity of the Goſpel, 


we muſt believe them nevertheleſs to be men 
truly acceptable in the ſight of God, and properl 

qualified to fill their ſtations as minis 
they are not perfect, are we to allow them 20 
merit ?**—PBecauſe in many things they might have 


acted better, are we not to reſpect them when they 


act well? — Or becauſe they are men of like 
paſſions with ourſelves, and like us have their 


taults, are we to caſt a ſhade of oblivion over their 


virtues ?—Let us revert to the old rule, and aſk 


ourſelves, whether we would chuſe, were we in 


their ſituation and they in ours, that they ſhould. 
| behave in this manner to-us.—Let us remember 
that, „„ „ 


66 To err is human, to forgive divine.“ 


— 


* By introducing this term here, no one I truſt will 


infer that I mean by it, any action meritorious on our parts. 
I am well aware that in us dwelleth no good thing, and that 
when we do good, not only the aQion itſelf, but the very 


_ diſpoſition to do it, proceeds from the agency of the divine 
ſpirit—the merit therefore is God's alone. | 


But 
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But again Have they their faults ? ſo have we. 


Do they need forgiveneſs? anddonot we ?—Have 
they done any thing diſpleaſing or offenſive to 
us? Are we ſure we have never given them any 
provocation? Mark here an argument for the 
exerciſe of candour.—God is merciful and long 
ſuffering towards us; and ſhall we be cenſorious 


and implacable towards another If he bears with 


our infirmities, is it not a leſſon to us to caſt a veil 
of love over thoſe of our neighbour ?—O for 


more of that charity, without which all our pro - 


feſſions are an empty parade, all our other acquire- 
ments as ſounding braſs and a tinkling cymbal ! 
From what has been ſaid, I would not be 
underſtood to ſtand forth as the apologiſt of vice 
of any kind or in any degree. know the preach- 


ers have their failings; I grant many of them have 


both written and ſpoken of late in an unbecoming 


ſpirit. —In theſe moments, I allow they have devi- 


ated from their profeſſed principles. But were we 
in the ſame critical ſituation in which they have 


been and ſtill are, how do we know that we ſhould 


have conducted ourſelves better? — Let us then 


pauſe before we paſs ſentence, leſt in judging 
them we condemn ourſelves. | Tas 


But reproof, of whatever kind it be, in order 
to have the deſired end, ſhould be given in a pro- 
per manner.—You muſt convince a man you love 


him and have his intereſt at heart, before you 


attempt to reform him.—For where he fees you 
are actuated by a principle of affection, and by a 
real defire to do him good, he will be more likely 
to liſten to your remonſtrances and to profit by 


_ your advice, It is in ſuch a ſpirit as this that we 
ſhould always addreſs our ſenior brethren, particu- 


larly 


- 
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larly our teachers, when we obſerve any thing 
reprehenſible in them; and had we attended a little 
more to this caution, we ſhould probably have 
ſucceeded better in the attainment of the objects 
we propoſed. —Such language as the following 
beſt becomes us on theſe occaſions. | 
KReſpected friends, we call to mind with 


„ grateful acknowledgements your paſt ſervices 


and long labours in promoting the belt of cauſes. 


„We thank God, on your behalf, for having 


made you inſtrumental in advancing his king- 
dom in the world. We eſteem you highly for 
* your work's ſake, and can have no doubt but 
* that your crown of rejoicing will be great in the 


day of the Lord. - But we entreat you to bear 


* with us while we point out wherein we conceive _ 
* you have erred, and we truſt you will pos us. 
* a patient hearing, and not regard us leſs your 


friends for dealing honeſtly and plainly with 


* you.—We give you full credit for the purity 


of your deſign and the fincerity of your zeal, 
„when you firſt engaged in your ſacred calling. 
We believe you had ſolely in view the 


glory of God in the ſalvation of ſouls.—Your 


eye was ſingle, and conſequently your whole 


= body full of light.—Your faith was ſtrong, your 


„% hope lively and full of immortality, and you 
“ poſſeſſed that charity which ſuffereth long and 
“is kind, is not eaſily provoked, is not puffed up, 


\  & thinkethno evil, but beareth all things, believeth 


„all things, hopeth all things endureth all things.” 
Permit us to enquire, is it thus with you now? 
„Are you now as patient of injuries as you were 
then? Are you now as willing to ſuffer for the 
“ ſake of Chriſt and his Goſpel, as you were then? 
ß "1 En as 
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„Have you the ſame ſingleneſs of heart, the 
< ſame diſintereſted zeal as formerly? We grant 
_ * you have been placed in peculiar circumſtances, 
and very likely we, in your ſituation, might not 
have conducted ourſelves with equal circum- 
ſpection. 
But have you manifeſted no love of power? 
„Have you been influenced by no motives but 
** fuch as are pure, noble, and generous ? Have 
you not rather been too violent in your tempers, 
* too trifling in your converſation, nay, too pointed 
in your pulpits on ſome occaſions ?—and inſtead 
of returning good for evil and bleſſing thoſe who 
(have ſlandered you, have you not returned railing 
for railing ?—Have you employed your pens in 
« defending and unfolding the grand doctrines of 
« Chriſtianity, or have you made the Preſs a vehicle 
*for maintaining your own particular opinions ?— 
Or if you have thought yourſeves called upon to 
© maintain them, have you done it in the ſpirit of 
“ meekneſs and moderation, abſtaining from every 
thing calculated to irritate and inflame the minds 
of your opponents? Have you ſhewn that you 
could bear a little ill-treatment without refenting 
& it, that you could ſubmit to have your motives. 
“ miſconſtrued, and your characters defamed with- 
out harbouring malice in your breaſts? If your 
e cauſe be good, if your preſent views of things be 
« juſt and ſcriptural, why do you ſo much dread | 
their overthrow ?—and if this be not the caſe, 
«every violent meaſure taken to defend them will 
only accelerate their downfall —We need not 
remind you of what former experience has 
<« repeatedly proved, that oppoſition generally 
« defeats its own ends; whereas there are few yo 
„ 5 | „ will 
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will not yield to perſuaſion, or be won over 
by love. — What! if ſome of your brethren, 
have ſeceded from you? will you re- 
ſpect them leſs upon this account merely ?— 
Would you deny them the privilege you claim 
for yourſelves, viz. the right of private judge- 
ment, the right of thinking, determining and 
acting for themſelves ?—And becauſe they ſee 
many things in a light different from you, and 
M 4 a line of conduct agreeable thereunto, 
5 ſhall you repreſent them as litigious diſaffected 
characters, as men who are better out of your 
4 ſociety than in it) - Many of them you have 
* known to be perſons of deep piety, of approved 
« abilities, of amiable manners; and many of them 
„ have borne the heat and burden of the day, 
like yourſelves; and like you too, have laboured 
.6 ſucceſsfully in the vineyard of the Lord, Do 
« not then treat them as enemies; if they have 
_ « deviated from you in ſome particulars, if they 
« no longer act in union with you as formerly, 
« yet ſtill they have not deſerted their old Maſter 
„ Jeſus Chriſt ; they have not relinquiſhed their 
% labours, nor, we truſt, ceaſed to be uſeful.— 
« Ah, no—they are ſtill embarked in the ſame 
i cauſe, they are ſtill fellow-ſoldiers with your- 
„ ſelves, fighting under the ſame banner, and in- 
„ viting ſinners to accept the ſame Saviour. We 
e beſeech you, therefore, to lay aſide all bitterneſs 
« and wrath, all clamour and evil ſpeaking ; and 
« if you muſt contend, let it be a conteſt for uſe- 
„ fulneſs.—Let the queſtion be, who ſhall beſt 
« fulfil the duties of their ſacred function, who 
« ſhall moſt adorn the goſpel of God their Saviour. 
Thus you will defy the attacks of infidels, and 
F &« ſilence 
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„ filence the calumnies of thoſe who would exult 
„to ſee you fall by each other's hands. Thus 
you will have the ſatisfaction of beholding reli- 
“gion ſpreading its healing branches far and 
& wide around you; the barren wilderneſs will 
e become a fruitful field, the deſert will rejoice 
* and bloſſom as the roſe, the parched ground 
„ ſhall become a pool, and the thirſty land 
e ſprings of water; then ſhall you ſee the glory 
of the Lord and the excellency of our God.“ 
And how ſhall I addreſs myſelf to you my 
fellow members at this particular criſis ?—It is a 
good thing to turn from folly, and to devote our- 
| ſelves to the ſervice of God; and it is peculiarly 
happy for thoſe who begin in their youth to re- 
member - their -Creator,—But when we have ſet 
out upon a journey what avail is it, except we 
go forwards; nay what doth it profit us, unleſs 
we endure to the end ?—Are we aware of the 
__ difficulties and obſtacles we ſhall meet with in 
our progreſs ?—Rather, my friends, have not many 
of us already ſuffered from this quarter? — When 
we were firſt converted to God, were we not full 
of faith, of zeal and love? Was it not our meat 
and our drink to do the work of him who had ſo 
marvellouſly called us out of darkneſs into light? 
O with what pleaſure we then ran the way of 
his commandments ! with what delight we entered 
his courts, and ſung his praiſes! with what com- 
parative indifference we viewed the things of 
time and ſenſe J ay 
When you converſed, was it not upon 
ſubjects which tended to edification in piety and 
virtue? — When you read, was it not in thoſe 
books only which were calculated to inform your 
| 1 underſtandings, 
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underſtandings, to deaden your affections to the 
world, and encreaſe your zeal for God? — And 
when you were alone in your cloſets, did not your 
moments glide pleaſantly along, whilſt you were 
engaged in ſecret acts of pious meditation and 
fervent prayer to the author of all your mercies? 
At that time your eyes were too ſteadily fixed upon 
the ſcriptures of truth, to permit you to behold 
the faults and imperfections of your fellow-mor- 
tals. —Your ears were too eagerly intent in liſtening 
to the joyful ſound of the goſpel to ſuffer you to 
hearken to the voice of flander.—Your tongues 
then found better employment than that of repeat- 
ing and circulating reports injurious to the cha- 
racter of otliers; and the very frame and diſpoſition 
of your minds were ſuch as to incline you to think 
evil of none, and to hope the beſt of all.— And 
with all this, did you not poſſeſs a peace and fatis- 
faction in your own breaſts, an inward calm, an 
holy joy, which you would not have exchanged 
for all the treaſures of the eaſt ?—You could in- 
deed feelingly adopt the language of the poet and 


ſay;— 


«I, 


N I love thy charming name, 

- IF *TFrs muſic to my ear; 
Fain would I ſound it forth ſo loud, 
That heaven and earth might hear. 


5 0 1 It, 
Yes, thou art precious to my ſoul, 
My tranſport and my truſt , 5 
| =P I © Jeſus 
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Jewels to thee are ſordid toys, 
And gold is ſordid duſt. 


III. 


All my capacious pow'rs can with, 
In thee moſt richly meet; 

Nor to my eyes is light ſo dear, 
Nor friendſhip half ſo ſweet. 


hut is this the caſe with you now ?—Or 
rather what progreſs have you made in the divine 
life? — Are you nearer Aae now than when 

you firſt believed? %% Sn DW 
Theſe are ſolemn enquiries, and I myſelf am 
equally intereſted in them as you.—Let us then 
_ conſider our ways and examine the ground on 
which we ſtand. . )%%%FCͤͤ;?ßĩß˙.R 
The Methodiſts are a people who are 
| favoured with peculiar privileges, and we read 
that to whom much is given, of him will much 
be required. Where the Lord ſows there alſo 
will he expect to reap.—If he ſend us able and 
zealous miniſters, and afford us many and vari- 
ous opportunities of waiting upon him both in 

public and in private, is it not that we may daily 
renew our ſpiritual ſtrength? 
If he give us talents, it is not that we may 
bury them in the earth; if he juſtify us freely by 
his grace, it is not to encourage our indolence, or 
to preclude the neceſſity of our own vigorous 
exertions in future.—Let us ever remember that 
the life of a chriſtian is a progreſſive one.—We 
ſhould conſider ourſelves as having entered into 
the ſchool of Chriſt, and as having a new _ 3 
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of faith, love and obedience to learn every day.— 
We may be aſſured, that unleſs we are going for- 
wards, we are meaſuring back our ſteps to earth 
again. —There is no ſtanding ſtill. -O what need 
is there for us to provoke each other to love and 
good works !—Theſe are the invariable fruits of 
a living faith; and it is by our fruits alone that 
we evidence the ſincerity of our profeſſion.— I 
fear many of us ſeek to enjoy the comforts of 
religion without practiſing its duties —And this is 
a | cm miſtake, and is no doubt one cauſe which 
often hinders the growth of grace in the ſoul.— 
As long as we are living to God, ſo long we may 

expect the divine conttlations of his ſpirit ; but 
if we forſake the path of duty, if our minds and 
affections wander after other objects, we are no 
longer entitled to his promiſes, we can no longer 
claim his favour or prote&tion.—Let us therefore, 
my dear brethren, be determined to lay afide every 
weight, to preſs through every obſtacle, to reſign 
every idol that ſeparates us from our God.—Do 
we call him Father, and ſhall we not follow him 
as dear children? Have we acknowledged him 
for our Captain, and ſhall we not acquit our- 
ſelves as good ſoldiers ?—Do we profeſs ourſelves 
his diſciples, and are we not willing to bear his croſs 
and to drink of his cup ?—What does our Lord 
_ himſelf fay ?—Not every one that faith unto me 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
| heaven, | e 1 
Laſtly, let us endeavour to preſerve as far as 
in us lies, the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
peace.—If we differ in judgement, it is no reaſon 
why we ſhould be diſunited in affection.—Let ry 
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each follow that line of conduct which we believe 
to be right, without endeavouring to force our 
opinions upon others. Much leſs ſhould we caſt 
unkind reflections upon thoſe who difſent from 
us, or who from a point of conſcience have left 
our connexion.— This is one ſpecies of perſecu- 
tion amongſt others; and let us remember that 

the very moment we begin to perſecute, that 
moment we ceaſe to be chriſtians.—We may 
aſſume the maſk of piety, we may appear full of 
holy zeal, be very active in our prayer meetings, 

and very lively and even uſeful in our claſſes; and 
yet, unleſs we have with all this, the mind, the 
meek, the patient, the humble, the compaſſionate 
mind that was in Chriſt, it is to be feared that we 
ſhall come far ſhort of that holineſs, without 
which we are expreſſly told we cannot ſee the 
Lord— We may deceive man and ourſelves like- 
wiſe with the ſhadow of religion, but God ſearches 
our hearts and knows: the ſecret ſprings of every 
action; he knows who are his and who are not, 
and he will judge every man according to his 
works. 3555 
May the Great Head of the church bleſs and 
protect every congregation of his people; preſide 
over their councils, ſhine upon their path, lead 
them on from grace to grace, from victory to 
victory, perfect them in love, and at laſt receive 
them to himſelf in glory, where they ſhall ſnine 
as the ſtars in the firmament for ever and ever! 
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